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It was somewhere &long about the

year of 1900 when a genuine spirit
at reckless development began to
manifest itself in a great many of
the theatrical productions appearing
in Washington. About twenty
years'before that, "The Black Crook"
had appeared and stunned the
National Theater-goers with a
spectacular production, igeluding a
balet In which twenty-five young
women appeared, dressed in short
skirts and pink tights. It was br-
tible. Angry old ladles dragged
their delighted husbans bodily
from the theater and for the follow-
ing ten years the "ack Crook'
Compkny was the topic of conversa,
tion in 6vry bar-roam and sewing
circles in Washington.

Letta, the Ban Francisoo eong
bird, neat dau an indignant pub-
lie by appearing on a local stage

a big bock cigar. and
a skirt whie alawed "po't

of
her Ioodt be e-"o th4ildhdos. .''50t wer

one r two other daring.rsoemera,

it o s gibt unabiout the
~c thett th irel crime

wave a stias bit Waske
ten. *Lttl %gypt" started It by
attempting to van off a aney
danoe on 'the stage of Kerna's
Theater. Richart syiester. owr
former handsome major of pope,.
plaped a prominent part in putting
her performance on thetum.
OM LOVED JOBS.
Rumore of the. daring character

9t her act had preceded her, and
upon the opening night of her en-
gagement the hjouse was crowdeL
The stage was packed with blue-
coats who had been pleading' with
the snajot for weeks to detail them
to the Job. It was rumored that a
number of Congressmen, who had
failed to get seats, had used their
pa with tie chief and had them-
selve" sworn in as special cops.
At the appointed hour the curtain

went up and the dancer made her
appegrance. A gasp of delighted
horror went up from the audience
whenthey saw her costume. It con-
sisted of a pink undershirt, partially
coveed with a green Jacket. and a

-pair of pink tights, draped with a
*network of lace. She moved to the
center of the stage and shivered her
shoulders twice. That was enough
for Dick and his bluecaete. tadp-
ing their clubs the tighter and draw-
ing their trusty revolvers, they
rushed forwad The dancer wae
surrounded, and In spite et her pro-
taste, she was escorted around to the
First prouInct, 'where a cod-blooded
emptain demanded heavy bail. H~e
happened to be about the only cop-
per who had found It imposible to
get off to see the show.
-Nest day -the papers printed cot-

umns ebout It. All of the bluedate,
-\eacept (he onressmen, had their

ontefnt ageand Dick
had his -picture pulished

i h same column, with "iattle
~w." The dancer faced a judge
%htmorning who had witnessed t~e
~erfrgmncethe night before. Afr

(unsaens' her repeat It for the benefit
eto a bunch of delighted court attend-
anta, he let her go with a small fine,
She ppeared at the theater at every
performance during the- week, but
she eaflned her offering to an imt.
tatisa of an Italian Immigrant,
munch to. the disappointment of the
psocmen on the stage.
5am T. Jack neat took his life In

his own hands by shooing Fatima
on to the stage of a local theater.
She was a reckless young womnan
and she went through the same pro-
msa as "Little Egypt." Then camo

7the "Girl In Blue." She was
pinched also and the local judge de-
dided that he did not require a va-
cation and stuck on the job.
The folks of Wasbhgten began to

woande what the world was cming
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too. Public meetings of I=dl**t*"
were held and preachers denounced.
the wave of Immorality from the
pulpits. Business men, who had al-
ways been "Johanle on the Spot for
dinner bogan telephoning anxious
and suspicious wives they were de-
tained dowtown on business. Young
women got In the habit of standing
in open doorways and wondering
why Willie and Georgia an4Wdie
didn't come around to see them any
more. Deleatineo of women began
to besiege Major Sylvester's head-
quarters, and a was at this point
In his. brilliant career, that his
ma=se of dark curly hair, turned to
a silver gray. He hoked around to
find some good-atied official to
share his trobles. Inspeetor Swin-
dell was noted, throughout the de-
partment. for his many disposition
and so be became the goat.
Upon his broad shoulders descend.

ad the title of Offiolal Censor and as
such it Was up to him to "ee that
this new element 4i leo thatricals
was checked. Meantime the pro-
dusas became bolder. The adver.
timing matter of the show. kept
pace and In many instances *osd.
ed, in daring the performances them-
selves. The fronts of the theaters,
billboards and even a few store win-
dows actually displayed pictures
and postate of young aemen In
tights. Something had to be done
about the matter, so a regulation
was passed. declaring that u*pon
the female form, the form had to to
draped from the neck to one inch
below the knee. Doubtless this regty
lation applied to all your women
themalves also, but this was hard.
T' necessary, because even the most
daring theatrical girl of those days
refused to display more than an Inch
or so of ankle when on the street
even in stormy weather.
PAPEED EVERT LUG.
The regulation caused dismay In

the hearts of the theatrical man-

agers. Florens Zlogfield, the fam-
ous producer was among the firit
to feel the weight of It. One of his
big "girlie'' show. was booked to
appear at a local theatsr and one
week in advance of the date of its
appearance, the billboards of the
city were covered frorn end
to end with beaufiful twenty-four
foet posters, depicting female love-
liness in many poses. Each, and
every maiden was pictured wear-
lng brilliant colored tights, with well
shaped limbs shooting sideways,
front ways and skyways.
A nameless sleuth discovered one

of these boar~s early one Monday
morning while hurrying home from
a night trick at headquarters. After
he had been revived at the corner
bar-room (yee they were open then--)
he burned up the wire to headquart-
ers. About a half hour later, a
laufgoe of men were reluctantly
engaged In pasting long stripe of
white paper over every dainty leg

'in view.
Every board in the city received a

dose of the same medicine. Censor
Swindell was on the fob. A few days
later Mr. Slegfeld and his bunch dis-
embarked from a Baltimore and
Ohio train at the old station at New
Jersey avenue and C street north-
west. Just acroes the way a large
billboard held one of the posters,
the original of which had kept a
corps of artists busy for weeks in
the paintings. The producer gave
one look and It took four porters,
-seven comedans and three chorus
girls to hold him down. The crea-
tion of his brain had been put
through Inspector Swindell's censor-
ing process and now It greatly re-
sembled one of sam Lloyd's picture
pussles. Here and there a winsome
ftace, supported by a neck and a
small portion of waist, peeped de-
mnurely out from behind an over-
oat of white paper stripe. Proms the

fMaist up they were physically per-
'feet. but from the waist down, there
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ol Lotta, the
' Ban Fradso song-

bird, who startled
Washingtonaudiences by
showing her ankles and
appearing upon the stage
smoking a viciotis black
cigar-and, of course,
the police charged with
drawn revolvers. Con-
trUt her costume with-
those ef the two modern
girls at the top.

was nothing to them. Closely fol.
lowing the merciless dictates of the
law, the censor had amputated those
dainty limbs with the skill of a ,Dr.
Stanley White. All that day a
a young theatrical producer leaned
against tA. bar in a prominent ho-
tel. 4rinking cocktails and aking
the bartender in what direction St.
Eliinbeth's Asylum for the Insane
was located.-
TREDASUBED MEMENTO.
The advertising material of the

other managers received the same
treatmerit. Major Sylvester bought
a bottle of hair dye and was his
jaunty, smiling self once more. The
ensor's troubles were far from

being over, however. Finding out
that the billboards were guarded
night and day, the manager of one
company hit the forces of law and
order a blow 'below the belt. He
dressed a charming chorus girl up
in a skirt that was slit half way to
the knee and sent her out to take
the evening's air. Her stroll up
Pennsylvania avenue was in the na-
ture of a riot.
A vigilant newsboy apprised the'

passing populace that there was
something doing. The girl had
not walked a block before uhe had
plenty of company. Men of all ages,
colors and conditions crowded in
front of her and used their eMe to
good advantage. Every now and
then she stopped and .handed out
little cards baring the name of the
production she was appearing In. It
is said that some very successful
business men of the present day still
have those cards tucked safely away
with other treasured mentoes of
a reckless past.
Two blocks had not been traveled

when traffic was blocked and she
smght safety and seclusion In a cab.
Two minutes. later the fores of law
an order were em, bead, but tho
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criminal had disappeared in the dig-
tane. For the next half hour the
drug stores in the vicinity di a
rushing business banding out reme-
die, for twisted necks.
Ogram's store at the corner ef

Thirteenth street and Pennsylvania
avenue wan situated In the center of
Washington's night life at that time.
'l'here was always something doing
on that corner. One starless night
about two weeks after the incident
related pbhove had occured, two aren
were driven up to the corner In a
closed carriage. While one kept a
watchful eye open for a policeman,
the other dragged, what looked like
two women, dressed in short skirts.
from the carriage and bropped them
up in front of the entrance to the
drug store. They were wax dum-
mies dressed in the heightpf fshion.
A PHIONY ABDUCTION.
An hour later the same carriage

drew up at the corner and the same
two young men enierged from Its
Interior. The first visit had been a
stealthy one, blat upon this oocasion
the yoqng fellows seemed to he
filled with a desire for publicity and
something which used to be sold in
Ihoemaker's emporium. .With a
wild whoop, they made for the wax
maidens. Each man grabbed a girl
about the waist and implanted a kiss
upon her waxen lips. Then they
carried the ladles to the carriage
and placed them upright , o the
seats. The top of the carriage was
thrown back, the driver whipped ,up
his horses, and, with the young
men yelling at the top of thei
voices, the strage procession went
off dowa the Ayemue at hiB opeed,
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A small crowd had witnessed the

abduction in stupified silence. There
was a loud cry for help. In a worn-
an's voice came. from the fast41lsap-
pearing 'eariage. An alert oltissa
called beadquartere, and soon a pair
of bicycle policemen, accompanied
by hundreds of pedestralna and fifty
excited people In- vehicles of almeet
every descriptIon, were epeeding
after the crimials. It wae a night,
In July, but when the crowd reanhed
Ninth street It- began mnowing. At
least the etreete were white, and
when some of the curious stopped to
examine the miracle, they discov-
ered thouade and thousands of
smell white carde, bearing the name
of a production, which littered the
Avenue ds far as the eye could see.
The wax dummies were diecovered-

later on, down near the Peace Mepu-
ment, but the culprits were never
brought to justie. This latest dis-
regard flor the law seemed to dim-
courage the fleoss of the censor.
John Grieves drifted into Washing-
ton, and, looking the field over,
started a burlesque stock company
at the BIjo~u Theater, now known as
the Jolly and by many other names
not of a complimentary nature. At
the perflobmanoe given by his orn.
peny the girls actually wore skin
tights and there was never a whis-
per of protest from the office of the
censor. Getting away with It Grieves
grew bold and decided to give'eared
concerts on Sundays. On 'these oc-
casions a concession wasn *made to
the forcee of right and the mem-berm of the company eiuer s
street olothes wthout a btof make-
un.
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Rigning Soubri
Up In the censor's otfios their wans

a hurried call for books dealing with
local law. on the question. Somne
one said he had heard of a regula-
tion that assessed any person a
pound of tobacco, who kept a place
of amusernent open on Sunday. All
the book. were gone over throughly,
but this law could not be located.
Grieves was a great tobbacco chew-
erand always had plenty of the weed
on his - person. It was concluded
that it 'would hardly look dignified
for a copper to be drifting around
collecting a pound of tobacgo each ,

Sunday, when he could be home
sleeping. The conference decided
that they were licked and John con-
tinued to run hih sacred concerts and
chew his tobacco.
P. B. Chaype, who conducted a

vaudeville theater in the building
now known as Poll's Theater, next
fell in line with the Sunday showq.
'Te ceitsor and hi. forces were'
routed. The "Girl in Blue" bear-
ing that Washington was now wide
open, returned to town and was al-
a.. to de a nmodeat shimany at a
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tto of the '80's
local theatelithout being molested
by the pdie.
Gertrude Hoffman was them a

chorus girl. Max Hftnan her
husband, was an anoomplshed mus-
elan and *omiposer. He led the or.
iiestra with the me company
that carried his wife's name on the
payrolls. Eiss Hoffnan, aided and
abetted by Max, decided to wake up
Washington with something real
novel. She did.-
Miss Hoffamin's first local appe

ance stunned the censor and caused
an amnased puablio to gasp. Witat
Gertie and her Uestatants weteb en
that memorable occasion even beat
some of the ostumes we see on
Pennsylvania avenue today, to, a
frasle. The act was a greet sue-
ceme and Miee Hoffman won fame
as the moat nervy woman who ever
hit the burg.
Miss Isadore Duncan threw off a'-

few petticoats and such and shot
out on a local stag, with only the
stage electrician to eave her at the
moet critical asemesda. Other
ung =..wmenwh ammnamm samm

PICTRE
ha 1900 Show
WerePhotographeld1
BIll-Boards Were'
Skrded by a Plce
Brigade Detailed to
Wield Paste Brashes
for Art's Sake.

wardrobes soon saw the advant
of that pqrticular line of- art. ad
went to It.
About four years ago the O
aws found themselves up agsiest a
tough situation. The be 1
young things who make F streetd,
mou. wer, stoaling their thes.
What man was going to be tidhw
enough to pay to come in andse a
dase" strutting around in pink
fleshings when he could s down
by the Postoffice and gams at same
genuine works of art. A coner
once was held and it was dolded
that the ladies of the chorus were
wearing too many clothes. By a rs-
Ing vote of ninety-four to none, it
was concluded that nothing but a
pIece of ribbon should be worn, by
the ladies, above the wsast flne.
The result wps most gratifying

for a time. The crowds came and eX
pressed their approval of everyting
but the piece of ribbon. Tlsa again
the demure young lady in civil lif
proved that she can adapt berself to
any occasion or fashion. she swipea
the ribbon iea outright. Once mor
the manaer tore his hair, untl
some mighty genius amina thn
thought of Gertrude Hofam abS.
mAore Duncan. If one young wom

an could appear on the stage dil
eut. te formality of elthes Why
SPO~nt & bunch If Wetn dfte
smi thing. Bouami enastpen-
die ware bWougt Into 2,tos
keepers and auditors was* coned
lont a conferene, and when in-
formed of the mormous sums of
aoney that could be waved each
year by doing away wi costumes
there was a wild yell of joy, and- It
was decided that Adam and Eve
were the only people that ever had
any senes about clothes, anyway.
TIGHTS ARE DISCANRDD.
The public was educated to the

new order of thing graaAmny. At
first, perhaps, the ladies of the abor.
us woid appear wearing knee
tights and short socks which left a
dimpled and delightful'section ot us-
tae's own creation there before you
to be admired. Then a little later
on the socks were discarded as being,
soomething that belonged to a dea4
generation. Then oae* the mlost
daring move of all. Tights beoame
dish rage and chorus giris an over
the country began buying bOug
medicines.

If you have attended any at the
modern musical comedies here lately,
drop this newspaper, lean back In
your chair, dlose your ee ad
think about the costmcrrather
lack of costunmes-you sew. Then
pick up your paper and look down
at the quaint costumes once worn
by the Idol of the theater-going pab-
Rio of her day, talented .Maggie
Mitchel. Close your eyes ai. Do
you remember what the leading lady
wore last week. No, because she
did not wear anything. Look at the
picture of Lotta giving an Imitton
of Joe Cannon and his cigar. If
Lotta appearod before you In that
costume today would you flea fromn
the theater in dismay? You might
flee, but not because you were
shocked, but because you oonld't
stand for such modesty.
The female form just as nature

gave It to us in her best sp=cim-n=,
Is now baded out to our vislen.
nightly at prices ranging from fifty.
cents to three dollars. For the last
named sum you can sit in the frent
row and give nature a cloe study
without straining your eyes. Por
a half dollar you can get a eat In,
the gallery, and ift~ want to take.
a chance on braIgyour neo&
you can lean far out and ake gore
that the management of the pre.
tics 1s not putting any thing o
on you.
With all of his suocces the mam.~

ager Is worried. No ceasor ever beth-.
ers him, though that oMd regulateq
about drapery from the neck to two,
Inches below the knees still ezists.,
It can't be inforoed now, boessesa If
It was a lage number of Washing.
ton women would be paying fines.
It Is these saane womnen who have.
got the managers worried. Tes
can never guess what they wil de'
nest. Already .they have 4*&e
their dimpled knees in pme an
it behooves the produer to be oer
on the alert ad to haspe a

naea e& M M .-


